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Educational Thought and Practice

. and on this basis, his philosophical thought is called Nayyg,.

Mcnilm) Here we shall present the metaphysics, epistemology,
md ethics of Swami Vivekananda's Navya Vedanta.

olvmundl’s Navya-Vedanta
g to Advz ilosopt "-Btahmawﬂlebasncelememofth

verse. Thcfollowasof\’edm
2Tz lproducedmn;mﬂ,e




Philesophical and Educationa} Thought of ¥ ivekananda

val knowledge. In physical knowledge he has included the Knowledge
| world (all objects and activities), and in Spiritual Knowledge he has
owledge of abstract world (God, soul and living beings) and the means
"knowledge of the abstract world (jnana yoga, karma yoga, bhakti

Proponent of Vedanta. Shankara, the

and the knowledge of the abstract world

world

ahma ! should
W can the untruth be bom from the truth! So, its knowledge should

d in the category of true knowledge. As far as the means of
pwiedge are concerned, the views of Vi

ivekananda are very clear.
"_leedgf: of the material world is attained by direct method

methed, and the knowledge of the abstract world is attamed by
ady” ar “yoga'. He considered yoga as the best means of attaining
2dge (material or spiritual).

 of Vivekananda’s Navya-Vedanta
man as possessing the soul. He was in agreement
aim of human life is attainment of emancipation,
world and to blend the soul into God. But he
human life in it as true, so he emphasized on
very, economic deficiency and feeling







) book after the well-being of all. He had seen the poverty of Indmnpeﬁle
vn eyes. He wanted that educated and prosperous people should serve
and the depnved and should make effort to raise them, and for that should

al and Character Development : Vivekananda felt that man should
1 character while being healthy by body, developed by intellect and

C nncaliy Character makes a man a follower of the truth and duty-

%ereﬁ)re he emphasnzed on moral and character development by

Herous life of people
munmes obtained

Iaek'of ﬁﬁedom produces inferiority, and inferiority
sufferings. Therefore, when he returned from America,
youth and said that the foremost task of theirs should be to free
the country and they should be ready to sacrifice anything that might be needed
for it. He emphasized on the need of such education which may arouse national
consciousness in the countrymen and make them struggle for country’s freedom

But he did not favour narrow nationalism, he saw God in all perso-ns and from
this view, believed in universal brotherhood.

7. Religious Education and Spiritual Development : Vivekananda laid
equal importance on the development of both of physical and spiritual aspects of
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anda accepted education as such knowledge and skif] ., i nlk
soment of both aspects of man — physical and spiritys| From ppy.

sint, he declared that “We want that educatioy, by ‘ytl’(-;,‘,

strength of mind is increased, the intellect s expan d(:l? |

d on one’s own feet’. And from spiritua devclr)ji‘rr1: >

ared that ‘Education is manifestation of perfection alre:;;r:

s'of an: regarding education are analyzeq it
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I and spiritual. But these views do not maje out the
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development viewpoint, he included subjects as mother tongue, regional languages,
ganskrit, English language, art, music, history, geography, political science,
econOMICs, science, home science, agriculture, mathematics, technology and
industrial education and the activities as games, exercise, yoga and social work;
and for spiritual development he emphasized on the inclusion of literature, religion,
philosophy and ethics as subjects and devotional songs, satsang and meditation.

4 activities. He also emphasized on providing higher education in India at that
time.

if the thoughts of Vivekananda regarding curriculum are analyzed, it would
become clear that he has emphasized on making curriculum very broad. There are
no two opinions that all types of knowledge which have utility in life should be
included in the curriculum but every person cannot learn them all, nor there is
need to learn everything. Had Vivekananda lived a few years more, he would have
determined the form of curriculum of general education. Moreorer, it is not
acceptable to make Vedanta education compulsory, but we agree with him that
the children should be given religious and moral education from the very beginning
if the country is to be freed from corruption, scams, unruliness and terrorism.

Methods of Teaching

Vivekananda has not contributed anything new in the field of teaching
methods. He has supported some traditional teaching methods (imitation,
preaching, lecture, self-study, reasoning and yoga) and some modern methods
(guidance,, counselling and experimental). Of these all, he has described the yoga
method as the most effective.

There is no doubt that Vivekananda has displayed his foresight by accepting
the utility of ancient and modern teaching methods, but the yoga method as
suppor y him, cannot be used in its original form. Had he analyzed Shankara’s

psychology . in modern context in modern terminology, he would have given
something new to India.

Discipline

According to Vivekananda, discipline means to be guided by the soul. He
has clarified that man is like an animal at birth, therefore, his inherent or natural
behaviour cannot be called discipline; he learns social conduct living in the society
and when this social conduct is governed by the self (soul) we call it discipline.

In this context we would like to submit that until a man experience the inner-
self, he cannot be guided by it, and the experience of inner-self can take the whole
life. It is clear that Vivekananda could not talk of school discipline. In our view,
school discipline occurs when the teacher and student are able to control their
natural-self and they are guided from within to conduct according to social laws
and ideals. It is called self-discipline today.

-
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- Teacher

Vivekananda had traditional views about the teacher. He expected of 3]
teachers to be learned, well-behaved and also able to identify the divine form of
pupils. He expected of them to understand the individual differences of the students
with the help of psychology and to arrange education ‘for them accordingly,

and
to understand their spiritual unity with the help of true knowledge ang ¢, make
them experience self (soul).

t the students.
ar opinion that

arn and can not
then they cannot be imparted either physical

Vivekananda had traditional as well as modern views abou
He expected of the students to abide by celibacy. He possessed cle

without sensual control, the student can not have the desire to le
be devoted to the teachers and until

knowledge or spiritual knowledge.

The modern educationists may not agree with the condition of celibacy as

made out by Vivekananda, but they all accept that the students should have self-

control, curious for knowledge and should have interest in study and should be
hard working. And these are the attributes of a celibate. In our view, Indians should
respect the celibacy.

School

Vivekananda has supported the gurukul (ashrama) system on the one hand,
and has emphasized on the establishment of general and specific educational
institutes for general education and specific education respecetively on the other.
He himself had established schools in the localities of tribes. Wherever the schools
may be, they should possess pure atmosphere and their social environment should
be ideal and they should hold yoga meditation for spiritual development.

Everybody agrees with Vivekananda in his first two views, but the scholars
do not hold uniform views on holding devotional songs and yoga meditation in

schools for spiritual development. They argue that it is the function of the family
and religious institutions.

Other Aspects of Education

Mass Education :

As far as mass educatjon, women education. vocational
education, religious edy

cation and national education are concerned, Vivekananda
se fields. He had a broad viewpoint about mass education;
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mlll children, youths and adults literate; he wanted to enable them
| life and wanted to train them to earn their livelihood. His these
pspired us 1o arrange general, mmpulsory and free education and adult

1 sn Education : There are no two opinions that Vivekananda assigned
wer of motherhood to protect Indian culture and her prestige. He
it deed by emphasizing on women education, but his views about
L that the women should be made ideal houseworkers, ideal

Al teachers can only be called narrow. His rejection of co-education
of criticism today.

I Education : In order to eradicate poverty in the country, he
7 Mision of vocational education and the education of western
'"" inology. It is due to it that we are marching on the path of progress.

ous cation : Vivekananda considered Vedanta as a universal
d its education as compulsory part of education. The people
€ not in the favour of the education of any specific religion or
ly favour religious moral education.

‘Education : As far as national education is concerned,
'{' _presented any draft for it, but he has emphasized on this point
C h Qwhmnhe nation may progress from physical and spiritual
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wui"' ﬂ? the country and abroad for man’s physical
: lﬂliﬁlon, for his spiritual developrmant. It
s related to physical life in Indian culture.
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lﬁmwledge. especially with Vedanta
Indian spiritual knowledge and western science
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ntry; it is meant for the whole world,

@ Me were two opposite ideologies in the
e ntal lnd western. Vivekananda synthesized these
“ ', R g g side the development of Indian languages,
~ literature, religio mdknowledge, western languages, literatures,
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‘_ oW have the following been conceived by Swami Vivekanand?

s (b) Two
il Te (d) Several
be the u!nmtn aim of education, according to

(b}:Mbul development
: (d) Vocational development
hOC ef smdy, according to Vivekananda?
: (b) Discussion
- (d) Yoga
cho "{s,g to Vivekananda?




