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Concept Note

The Historical Marginalization of Tribal Philosophies and Tribal History:
Remedies and Recosntructions

The term tribes has been stereotypically been associated with communities that
were perceived as ahistorical and as having no higher levels of philosophies; as
being only involved with day to day practical issues of survival. Yet ethnographic
evidences from indigenous people have time and again negated this presumptions.
As early as the nineteen forties, Paul Radin, in the book Primitive Man as
Philosopher had described people from the non-western and simple societies as
having the same kind of mind set as the so-called civilized ones, in that there are
just the same kind of different personalities among them, some philosophers, some
agnostic, some atheists and some spiritual. In his study of the Nuer Religion,
anthropologist E.E. Evans-Pritchard had mentioned their belief in a transcendental
and all pervasive spirit named Kwoth that is very similar to the Hindu belief in the
Brahman or the Pramatman or the Christian God. This Kwoth is recognized as all
pervasive but rarely worshipped. Similar eschatological beliefs have been reported

from among many indigenous peoples who do not subscribe to any universal
religion.

It is also a grave mistake to deny history to the tribes, as has been again shown by
many scholars, have as much history, including those of migration, trade and
cultural transformation as any other peoples of the world. However since most
tribes lack a hierarchy and written script, there is little left of their history. It is a
well known fact that it was only in praise of, or to obey the command of kings and
power holders that bards and script writers recorded history either orally or in
textual form. Such history reflected the glory of the power holders and was an
outcome of social inequality more than any intellectual desire to preserve the facts
for the future. Tribes did not record their history primarily because they were
relatively egalitarian and did not feel the need for eulogizing any one. But that does
not mean that they had no history.

The history of the tribes is recorded in their myths, folktaleé, songs, and also
preserved in their landscapes. From the colonial period there has been some
chronicling of history of the indigenous people and some scholars have also




recorded some of them, like the British administrators like Hutton, Thurston, J.P.
Mills and others. Later scholars have reinterpreted much of the material to reveal
the power relations and political processes to which the tribes have been subjected.
Tribal scholars have now come into the arena of knowledge production and begun
to record and interpret their own histories and cultures.

In this two day Seminar to mark the World Indigenous Day, the organizers would
like to invite scholars to speak on and highlight these issues as described above.
The scholars may choose to present papers on any of the themes listed below but
may also choose a topic of their interest that is not listed below. All papers will go
through a scientific committee before they are accepted.

Sub-themes

1. Tribal Cosmologies and World View

2. Reconstructing tribal history from existing ethnographies and other
published material

3. History as recorded by the colonial administrators

Tribal philosophies through their oral traditions like folklore, myths and folk

sayings

Tribal philosophies and history as evident from their material culture.

Contemporary history of tribes

Engagement of tribal scholars with their own history.

Enumeration of tribal philosophies from tribal scholars.

Films or animations if available

P

© 0N oL

Abstracts much reach the organizers by the 20™ of July to be acceptable.
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CALL FOR PAPERS

National Seminar on “Indigenous
(Adivasi)ldentity Assertion through Ages”.

Organized by Dr. Ram Dayal Munda Tribal

| 'Welfare and Research Institute, Ranchi on

9™ and 10™ of August’2022
(Government of JTharkhand)

e A population that safeguards 80 pércent of the existing

Fhé Institute is
funded both by the Government of
Jharkhand and the Ministry - of
Tribal Affairs.

The focus of these endeavors has
been the transfer of academic
insight and understanding related
to various aspects of tribes in
Tharkhand to enhance the process
of policy formulation, resource
generation  and  development.
Apart from research, the mainl
emphasis of the Institute is the

conservation of Tribal Art and
Culture.

biodiversity of the world and constitutes roughly 6 percent of the
world population has received scant attention in the changing
contours of Wdev;elopmen'tal politics. However, the climate change
that is staring us and has disturbed giant nations and economies
world over has made the people rethink about the policies of
government and ' has given Adivasis/ Indigenous people
recognition as saviors of land, forest, water and protectors of
biodiversity. Ever since the world moved on to the era of
industrial development and - connected the world through

geographical dmcovcmcq many indigenous species lost their land
and lives. A

Since United natlon announccd the decade starting from 1995 as
the decade of mdlgenous population there has been g1eater

recognition of Adivasis as sovereign communities. This has led to

rewriting of ' Adivasi histories across Asia, Africa and Latin
America where Adivasi lives and their- traits have started
acquiring 1espectﬁjl position. Adivasis were viewed as
anthropolog1ca1 and ethnographical constructs in the colonial
period. . Recent ac.adcmlc, researches, new methodologics of
understanding truth and reflexive forms of field work mmed by
the academics the ‘world over to sludy the:in 1““‘dlgeno




Every session will start with 30

minutes of discussion by 2
Resource Person followed by 15
Iminutes to presentation by each
sclgolzir_. chaired by 3 subject
experts. Some selected papers will
be further published by TRI,
Ranchi, so that it can reach wider

audience in future.

To submit, send a 300-word]
abstract at email I’d mentioned]
below by 20" of July’22.
Regiétration is subject to

acceptance of your abstract by
TRI, Ranchi. Selected Candidates
will have send their full length
#papers of approximately 6-8
thousand words latest by 3™
August™22.

broadened the scope and dimension to the Adivasi studies. They

are now studied as historical. literary and even religious subjects

in their own right. From the pre - colonial to the post- colonial
~period Adivasi selfhood was defined in two broad phenomena;
first was the dynastic history and the second non dynastic or
‘fepublican history. This amply shows that Adivasis were neither
‘stateless nor uncivilized groups unaware of the occupation,
agriculture and wars. Adivasis had their understanding of law,
democracy and were often part of the political systems that were

regionally important.

Pre — colonial histories have interesting articulations in which
Adivasis have been influencing land, residence and settlement
patterns. Colonial modernity gave them spaces in missionary and
nationalist discourses of resistance, co-operation and interface
with the state. The assertion of identity has broadened its base in
the contemporary period with the inclusion of issues as identity,
language, culture and ancestral religion of the Adivasis. In state
like Jharkhand, Chattisgarh, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura and Meghalaya that were formed on
the basis of Adivasi selfhood therefore there is a greater need for
understanding this Adivasi selfhood.

Comimendable work done by the researchers and scholars {rom
different parts of the country and globe makes it imperative for
researchers to develop a proper understanding of the Adivasis.
The proposed plan for 3 days International seminar would
provide a suitable platform for global researches to meet the local
researchers and develop a balanced approach towards the
understanding Adivasi/ Indigenous history. Adivasi dynastic
history, the processes of state formation, assetfion of ti




sources, sensibjlities and their adaptations with modernity needs
to be discussed and understood from diverse perspective. With
these objectives in mind, the proposed inter-disciplinary seminar

(D)

N o v e

invites and discusses papers on following sub themes:

Rewriting Adivasi/Indigenous histories.

Adivasi/ Indigenous assertion over land, forest and water
(Tal, Jungle and Jameen) during colonial and post-colonial
periods. ' : :

State formation process, Adivasi ruling dynasties and
emergence of indigenous state and governance systems.

Adivasi worldview and ecological consciousness.
Adivasi/ Indigenous art, architecture and Music.
Adivasi/ Indigenous history, language and culture.

Government Laws, schemes and policies for the
development of the Adivasis in India.

For any further information or queries you can contact at
seminar.tri.jh@gmail.com

We look forward to host you!! ’




2 CALL FOR PAPERS

Established in the year 1953 TRI \
Ranchi is a premier Institute of Research
- Training, Evaluation, Preservation and
- Publications. The Institute has a beautiful
campus, with a Tribal Museum, Library,
Conference hall and an Auditorium. The
Institute carries out various emplncal and
. theoretical studies, based on broad
spectrum of issues related to Scheduled
Tribes. The Institute is funded both by the
- Government of Jharkhand gnd the
. Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Gol. The|focus of
' these endeavours has been the|transfer
of academ insight and understanding
related to various aspects of {ribes in
Jharkhand to enhance the prdcess of
policy formulation, resource ge'neration
and development.

The Institute seeks to- promote
cross-disciplinary as well as cross
- regional approaches to the field of Tribal
Stud|esl and tries to conduct regdlar talks
. and seminar for lively dlscussmns with
. researchers and scholars commg from
dlﬁerent backgrounds. This Two day.
;;semlnar on the occasion of World
i Indlgenous Day will an oppor;unlty to
i engage in an amazing learning
. experience. Every session will etart with
' 30 minutes of discussion by a R’Iesource
- Person followed by 15 mmutes to
| presentatlon by each scholar, chalred by 3
| subject! experts. Some selected papers
- will be further published by TRI, Ranchi,
' so that it can reach wider au ience in
- future. | To submit, send a 300 word
| abstract at email I'd mentioned below by
- 20th July'22 Registration is subject to
| acceptance of your abstract ‘by TRI,
' Ranchi. Selected Candidates Wl” have
- send their full length papers of
- approximately 6-8 thousand words latest
i by3rd August'22.

! (Fooding and Lodgmgl for all
| Resource Persons will be arranged by the
Instltute and Travel Expendltures will be
| renmbursed Honorarium will be paid to all

s e

* |

Conference on

TRIBAL PHILOSOPHY

9th-10th August, 2022

the Resource Persons. )

12)

( Epistemology & Metaphysics)

At the academic and intellectual circle
world over, an effort is on to understand and
learn tribal world and worldview. In India and very
particularly in Jharkhand, several initiatives are
afoot in this line since long; but in recent years
interest on the subject of Tribal Philosophy is a
new development. Government of Jharkhand
w;th its ‘Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Research
!nstltute has ‘already held an International
Semmar..on the subject of Tribal Philosophy,
which brought noted intellectuals and
philosophers from across the world and curious
researchers to Ranchi to seriously de!iberate on
the subject. ;

Academically 1:00 iintellectual curiosity is
growing in. the field of Tribal Philosophy and
Phllosophy departments in some varsities are
learnt to have been: giving: athought to inculcate

the subject in thelr course curriculum. Academic

apart, the subject has general importance too. A
large chunk of tribal popu!atlon in India definitely
promise to offer a new angle to the discipline of
Philosophy, in order to enrich life, living and
meanmg of exlstence in general.

Gomg by the interest shown by intellectuals
and people in general and for the academic value
of the subject, TRl has planned to hold a two- -day
conference on the topic of Tribal Philosophy.

However, it has been felt that this time the
topic of the conference would be more
specialized in order to delve deeper into the
subject.

The following two sections of Tribal

Philosophy would be taken up for conference:
1) Epistemology
Metaphysics




Epistemology is commonly understood as the theory of
knowledge, especially with regard to its methods, validity, and scope, and the

distinction betweenjustmed beliefand opinion.
How do the tribal communities know? What could be the Theories of Knowledge

in the tribal communities? Whatis their understanding of Knowledge?
The sessions on this topic would be dealing with the above issue.
Tribal communities have rich knowledge on herbal medicine, which today is

popularly being known as Ethno-Medicine/ Ethno-Botany.
Tribal Communities have the tradition of reading signs (omens) and predicting

different possible eventts. o
Tribal Communities have riddles and these riddles often are loaded with

wisdom. Whatis the b351s of these riddles and wisdom?
Tribal Communities are blessed with several such other things and all these

would be dealtin the sesismns on Epistemo!ogy.

Metaphysics: I

f Metaphys;cs is the branch of Phllosophy that deals with the
fundamental nature of Reallty, the First Prmmpie of Being, Identity and Change,
Space and Time and Causallty It also deals’ w;i:h relattonshlp between Mind

(Spirit) and Body (Matter) :

Thei sessnon on Tribal Metaphysics deals with questions like:
- | Whatis the concept of Reality in the Tribal societies?

= | Howis Mind and Matter lookedupon?

- | Whatisthe concept of Space and Time?

il What s the first Cause?
- WhatisBeing? |

= | Whatis Change? |

_o- | Whatis Identity?

lnmal philosophical mvestugatlon suggests that tribal community has rich
metaphysncs However, these understanding of metaphysical understandings
have to be further mvestlgated upon in order to bring out a clarity and pattern.

All thns requires a conference that remains focused on the subject in its

deliberations and discussions.
' The conference also should ‘necessarily include documentation and

pubhcatlon for future record and academic progress on the subject.

T4




Established in the year 1953 TRI,

. Ranchi is a premier Institute of
i v

| Research Training, Evaluation,
'Pnder\r\tmn and Publications. The

| Institute has a beautiful campus, with a
% Tribal Museum, Library, Conference
an Auditorium. The Institute
out empirical and
! theoretical studies. based on a broad
- spectrum of issues related to Scheduled
| Tribes. The Institute is funded bolh by
| the Government of Jharkhand 'md‘ihe
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' focus of these endeavours has bun‘ the
wansfer  of academ insight fand
| understanding related to various aspects
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| disciplinary as well as cross regional
! L appr oaches to the field of Tribal Smdles
and tries to conduct regular talks! and
discussions  with

seminar for lively

researchers and scholars coming trom
different backgrounds. This Two day
seminar on the occasion of World
| Indigenous Day will an opportunity to
iuwagu in  an amazing learning
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{with 30 minutes of discussion by a

Person followed Dby 15
mmu!cs to presentation by each scholar,
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i selected  papers will be further

; mblmhed by TRI, Ranchi, s0 that it can
' reach wider audience in future. To
submn send a 300-word abstract at
lemml I'd mentioned below by 20th

{ July'22. Registration is subject to
| acceptance of your abstract by TRI,
! Ranchi. Selected Candidates will have
5send full length

lapproxinmtel\ 6-8 thousand
| latest by 3rd August’ 22:

; (Fooding and Lodging for all
{ Resource Persons will be arranged by
the Institute and Travel Expenditures
mH be reimbursed. Honorariym will be

paxd to all the Resource Persons.)
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Call for Papers

Conference on Tribal

LITERATURE

9th - 10th August, 2022
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